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NOAH WEBSTER.

I would not advise you to engage with Mm,
but I think you may avail yourself of his
application with the Columbians ; only take
care to do it in such a way that you may
not, between two stools, fall to the ground."
The " Columbian " was-- -magazine of a
little older standing ^ which Dr. Belknap
had been-^foikuting (^is " Foresters "
app^,n3d there), and the incident of the
yXirldly-wise Hazard, gently encouraging the
clergyman to play the rivals against each
other, has at least an approach to modern
literary history. Webster, with his restless-
ness, had no sooner launched the "Ameri-
can Magazine " than he began to form other
projects, as intimated in Hazard's letter,
and wished to secure not only Belknap's
pen, but his more active partnership. Haz-
ard writes again to his friend, after being
asked for further advice : " I am really at
a loss how to advise you, but think, upon
the whole, I would let the Columbians know
that ' my necessities also compelled the mak-
ing a close bargain ;' that I had. been ap-
plied to in behalf of the New York maga-
zine, but felt myself so much interested in
their success (having been so long connected